Background


Hereditary xerocytosis (HX) is a rare form of hemolytic anemia. The disease is caused by mutations in either of the 2 genes that encode ionchannel proteins in the membrane of red blood cells.
1  HX prevalence in the United States was estimated to be 1 in 50,000 births, but these estimates are based on small numbers of reported cases. 1 Recent studies suggest prevalence may be higher. Conclusions  The estimated prevalence of possible HX from this study is about 7 times greater than that previously reported.  These patients may be candidates for screening for mutations associated with HX: those with possible HX with anemia and those with possible HX with compensated hemolysis.
